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Jaune Quick-to-See Smith (Flathead/ Salish) was honored with the NAASA 
Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2005 conference in Scottsdale, Arizona.  
Quick-to-See Smith was recognized for her own distinguished artistic career, her 
work in organizing contemporary art exhibitions and lecturing throughout the 
world, her role as a spokesperson and advocate for contemporary American 
Indian art, and her long-time continuing support for Native artists.  
 
NAASA Vice-President Kathleen Ash-Milby spoke about the artist's career:  

 
“It gives me great pleasure to be here with you, honoring Jaune 
Quick-to-See Smith. Tonight, the Native American Art Studies 
Association is recognizing Jaune not only for her individual 
accomplishments as an artist, but for her contributions to the study 
and recognition of Native American art.  
 
One of the qualities I admire most about her is that she is a tireless 
supporter and mentor to our young emerging artists and scholars. I 
first heard Jaune lecture when I was a graduate student at UNM 
over ten years ago and I can't tell you how thrilled I was at the time 
to not only meet her, but to have her really take the time to talk to 
me and encourage my interest in contemporary Native American 
art. She has shared opportunities with me over the years and has 
also introduced me to new artists and young students in the field.  
 
Her willingness to act as a conduit, and, yes, sometimes a 
lightening rod, for our ongoing dialogue on contemporary Native 
American art issues is incredibly valuable to us as scholars. I think 
you'll agree that it is most appropriate for her to be honored by 
NAASA since she embodies some of the core values of our 
organization: namely the importance of fostering a critical arts 
discourse, supporting Native artists and scholars, and always 
looking to the future of Native American art.”  

 


