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Barbara Hail was honored with the NAASA Lifetime Achievement Award at the 
2003 conference in Salem, Massachusetts.  Hail is Curator Emeritus of the 
Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology (HMA), Brown University.  In an evening 
that was quite moving, Tom Haukaas spoke of the importance of Barbara's work 
to the Kiowa people, and read letters from several individuals. He then presented 
Barbara with a Kiowa-style Black Legs Society doll with beaded cradle board that 
he had made from buffalo hide. The beads used were contributed by members of 
the Kiowa and Comanche communities and Native students at Brown University. 
Carl and Vanessa Jennings made the lance such as Black Legs women carry in 
the scalp dance.  
 
Kate Duncan, Barbara’s long-time friend and collaborator, presented a slide 
review of Barbara's life and career. After Barbara spoke, ending with the words of 
Kiowa artist Vanessa Jennings, all stood while Don Moccasin (Rosebud Sioux) of 
Sinte Gleska University sang an honor song as his young daughter Jemma stood 
at Barbara’s side. A traditional receiving line followed.   
 
Barbara Hail’s Nomination, by Tom Haukaas  
Many of us are aware of Barbara's long and notable career. Her lectures at 
NAASA were always extraordinary. They helped set a higher bar for Native arts 
discourse. Her publications have been equally as impressive. My personal 
favorite has been the catalog for the Gifts of Pride and Love exhibition. It focuses 
on the history and artistry of Kiowa and Comanche cradles. The exhibit itself was 
wonderful, in fact I traveled to Norman just to see it. Barbara's commitment to 
ensuring accessibility can be noted by the development of an interactive CD-
ROM. This raises the bar for Native arts studies as well.  
 
While these credentials attest to her eminence in our world there are other 
aspects that impress me more. The obvious is a great inner strength, but there 
are also the great warmth, compassion and thoughtfulness I have noted for 
years. This is not reserved for those in the field. It also extends towards many 
Native artists and Native communities. I particularly want to note how Barbara 
has sought to maintain and promote the Native arts, artists and communities of 
New England for quite some time.  


