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Naomi B. Pascal was honored with the 2007 NAASA Lifetime Achievement 
Award for her distinguished career as longtime editor-in-chief of The University of 
Washington Press.  Honor Award Chair Karen Kramer introduced Naomi at the 
closing banquet in Fairbanks, Alaska.  Aldona Jonaitis shared great memories of 
working with Naomi and relayed Pascal’s many contributions to the study and 
recognition of Native American art.  Kramer and Jonaitis gifted Naomi with a 
contemporary quilled Athabaskan basket, after which Naomi spoke eloquently 
about her longstanding commitment to the field of Native American art and some 
of the highlights of her career at the University of Washington Press.    
 
Naomi’s interest and support have been pivotal to the publication careers of 
scores of NAASA members over the past several decades.  Most of us have 
benefitted from her leadership in the publication of works on Native American art 
– monographs, regional and tribal art studies, historiographic volumes, 
contemporary art studies major museum catalogues, and many others. Until her 
health began to limit her, she attended almost every NAASA conference, 
managing a book table, talking with attendees about their manuscripts, and 
sitting in on sessions. Naomi Pascal retired in May 2002 after a rich and 
rewarding 49 years at the press.  
 
Excerpted from Aldona Jonaitis’ introduction to Naomi: 
Naomi B. Pascal was born in Brooklyn, New York, and graduated from Wellesley 
College, where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa in her junior year. She began 
work as an editor at Vanguard Press, in New York City, in 1946, and left two 
years later for Chapel Hill, North Carolina, where her husband, Paul Pascal, 
studied for his PhD in Classics. In Chapel Hill she worked at the University of 
North Carolina Press except for two glorious years in Rome, where Paul was a 
Fellow of the American Academy.  
 
In 1953 Paul joined the faculty of the University of Washington, and the Pascals 
moved to Seattle, where Naomi began working with the then-small staff of the 
University of Washington Press. With brief periods of time out to produce two 
children, she worked at the Press until she retired in 2002 as Associate Director 
and Editor-in-Chief, and then continued as part-time Editor-at-Large until January 
2007. 
 
During her years at the Press, Naomi was active in the publishing world. She 
frequently presented papers and published numerous articles and chapters in 
books on various aspects of scholarly publishing; coauthored one book, Glossary 
of Typesetting Terms, published by the University of Chicago Press in 1994; and 
continues to serve on the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of Scholarly 



Publishing, published by the University of Toronto Press. In 1991 she was the 
first recipient of the Constituency Award, presented by the Association of 
American University Presses “for her outstanding contribution to scholarly 
publishing.” That same year she was invited to China to present a 10-day 
UNESCO-sponsored seminar on scholarly publishing to a group of 35 Chinese 
university press editors. In 1994 she participated in another seminar for 
publishers in Riga, Latvia. 
 
Almost from the time Naomi arrived in Seattle, Native American art, especially art 
of the Pacific Northwest, became an abiding interest, both personal and 
professional. Books she edited by Bill Holm, Audrey Hawthorn, and Dorothy Jean 
Ray became her first tutors. In 1979 she attended the Symposium on New 
Directions in Native American Art History, held in Albuquerque, and was a 
charter member of NAASA, which grew out of that meeting. 
 
Among other authors Naomi has worked with are the following (in alphabetical, 
not chronological, order): Lloyd Averill, Janet Berlo, Margaret Blackman, Steve 
Brown, Douglas Cole, Kate Duncan, Ann Fienup-Riordan, Erna Gunther, Susan 
Harless, Audrey Hawthorn, Bill Holm, Ruth Kirk, Aldona Jonaitis, Frederica de 
Laguna, Claude Levi-Strauss, Daphne Morris, Judith Ostrowitz, Ruth Phillips, 
Dorothy Jean Ray, Mary Schlick, and Robin Wright. Other scholars have served 
as manuscript readers, or have appeared as contributors in catalogues published 
or distributed by the University of Washington Press.  


